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S. S. LESSON AND YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 17 


The Churches vs Communism 


. . the poison which paralyzes the will to resist, something the 
American people have been immune to up to now, is becoming virulent in 
America too. The Church, without at all being Communist, is unwittingly 
doing the work of Communism... . 


Because the people of the West still live in a world where thinking 
for oneself and expressing these thoughts are a matter of course they are 
quite incapable of imagining a generation of humanity so completely 
inhuman. For this reason they still permit themselves to defame anti- 
Communism as willful, inhuman and an un-Christian attitude, and even 
indulge in the luxury of fighting anti-Communism. It is indeed time to 
awake from this madness and to rise up so that we may protect mankind, 
ourselves, our children and our grandchildren from this ghastly end 
which will nullify the fruits of all the history of man. 


. . . The extinguishing of the free spirit and man’s soul is too high 
a price to pay. This must be the common creed of all Christians, all 
religions, and all who believe in the soul of man. 


—Emil Brunner, in Neue Zurcher Zeitung 











This issue contains the first two ad- 
dresses delivered on the occasion of the 
most successful Journal Day ever, 
August 16. The last two of the four 
major addresses will appear in the 
next issue. 





The Common Pleas Court of Ham- 
ilton, Ohio, has taken up the suit of 
seven persons whose names. were 
stricken from the membership rolls of 
the Norwood Baptist church. The mem- 
bers allege that they were kicked out 
of the church unjustifiably. So they 
have gone to court. We would point 
out to our Baptist brethren that this 
would never have happened in a Pres- 
byterian church. We don’t kick dues 
paying members out. Ministers, oc- 
casionally. But members, no. 





Some time ago (April 26) we car- 
ried a notice about the action of the 
State of Ohio through its Division of 
Parks banning all religious services in 
state parks. Now we hear that several 
Protestant groups in Ohio have band- 
ed together to establish “vesper sites” 
just outside state parks where vaca- 
tioning families and others may wor- 
ship together. As we commented 
before, we think the State of Ohio has 
carried this business of the separation 
of Church and State too far. To us it 
is ridiculous to say that a piece of 
ground is so dedicated to the secular 
life that a family or other group may 
not conduct their devotionals upon it. 





Congratulations and a_ beautiful 
King James Version Bible to Gladys 
Gentry of the Green Spring church, 
Abingdon, Va., for perfectly reciting 
the Shorter Catechism; also to Judy 
Odeneal, of the Clinton, Miss., church. 





Speaking of school, we read the 
following somewhere recently: The 
fellow who wants to win bad enough 
to cheat never rises above a cheater, 
no matter how often he wins. 
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NEWS OF RELIGION 





LISBON, Portugal — The Presby- 
terian Church in Portugal is young 
and very small. Organized in 1952, the 
beginnings of this Church go back to 
the year 1838 when a Scottish physi- 
cian, Dr. Robert Kalley, preached the 
Gospel for the first time on the Portu- 
guese island of Madeira, where he 
opened a small hospital and school. 
Later, persecution broke out. The doc- 
tor’s residence was burned and hun- 
dreds of Protestants were persecuted 
and forced to go elsewhere. Many 
families emigrated to Bermuda, Bra- 
zil, Venezuela, Trinidad and the U.S.A. 


About 35 years ago some mission- 
aries came directly to Portugal, sent 
by the Brazilian Presbyterian Church. 
They opened a church in Lisbon called 
the Presbyterian Church of Lisbon. 
At first the work was only in Lisbon. 


Substantial help was given by 
American missionaries. In 1946 a 
Presbyterian Committee on Evangeli- 
cal. Co-operation in Portugal was 
organized, including the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church of Brazil and American mis- 
sion bodies working in Brazil. The 
Church in Portugal grew. 


The first National Synod took place 
in Lisbon with representatives from 
every Presbyterian community, and 
the World Presbyterian Alliance re- 
ceived the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church of Portugal as a member on 
this occasion. 


The Presbyterian Church of Portu- 
gal now has 12 congregations and 24 
home missions stations as well as 12 
ministers of whom ten are full time. 
The training of these ministers is 
given by the Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary at Carcavelos, a little town 
near Lisbon. Missionaries working in 
the area now include Dr. Michael P. 
Testa, Dr. Gerson A. Meyer and Dr. 
Henry M. Goodpasture. Dr.. Goodpas- 


Journal Day Attendance Biggest Ever 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. — They came from everywhere, for the 18th 
annual Journal Day program — by private planes (three of them), by commer- 
cial plane, by car, bus and train. They filled every available nook and cranny 





—U.S. Supreme Court Overruled 


Non-Public School 
Bus Service Barred 


JUNEAU, Alaska (RNS) — The 
Alaska Supreme Court ruled here that 
public school bus transportation can- 
not be used by students attending 
private or sectarian schools. 


By a margin of 2 to 1, the court 
struck down a state statute which ex- 
tended public school bus transporta- 
tion to students who attend non- 
public schools. 


The majority opinion declared this 
statute violated both the constitution 
in effect when Alaska was a territory 
and the present state constitution 
which prohibits the use of public funds 
for the direct benefit of private edu- 
cational institutions. 


In its ruling, the court dismissed 
the “child benefit theory” advanced 
by the United States Supreme Court 
in the 1947 Everson decision. A ma- 
jority of the court ruled in that case 
that the use of public funds for bus 
transportation to non-public schools 
benefits the child rather than the 
school and therefore does not violate 
the United States Constitution. 


The Alaska court’s majority opin- 
ion, however, sided with the minority 
in the Everson case and argued that 
transportation is as essential to a 
school as payment of teachers’ salaries 
or cost of equipment. 





ture is a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, US. 


—World Presbyterian Alliance. 





Each appeaser hopes that if he feeds 
the crocodile enough, the crocodile will 
eat him last. — WINSTON CHURCHILL. 


in the sanctuary of the First Church 
of Weaverville, N. C., and then spilled 
out onto the lawn under the trees, 
where a loud speaker carried the 
sound of what was going on inside. 


They came for inspiration and for 
fellowship — and there was an abun- 
dance of both. Presided over by Asso- 
ciate Editor Dr. L. Nelson Bell, the 
platform program included major ad- 
dresses on vital aspects of teaching, 
revelation, evangelism and missions. 


Presided over by Managing Editor 
Dr. Henry B. Dendy, the arrangements 
committee handled the largest crowd 
in the history of Journal Day with 
smoothness and dispatch. Lunch was 
served by the Women of the Church. 


The Journal Board, which held its 
annual meeting the day before, was 
represented on the program by Russ 
M. Johnson, who revealed that the 
budget for the next operating year 
would be some $127,500. It was an- 
nounced, following the offering, that 
pledges and cash received totalled 
some $39,200. (Slightly more than 
fifty per cent of the budget depends 
on supporters of the Journal.) Mr. 
Johnson pointed out that the ministry 
of the paper (now going into every 
state and 23 foreign countries) is 
limited only by available resources. 


Dr. Fulton Addresses Throng 
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Journal Day Visitors 


The program of the morning led off 
with a devotional by Dr. Herman A. 
Hoyt who spoke of seven emphases in 
the teaching ministry of Jesus Christ. 
(Dr. Hoyt’s message appears on p. 5 of 
this issue). 


Dr. Frank Crossley Morgan follow- 
ed with an address on the “Relevancy 
of the Bible to the World Today” (p. 
7, this issue). 


Retiring Executive Secretary of 
World Missions Dr. C. Darby Fulton 
discussed “Current Aspects of Mis- 
sions Policy.” Analyzing the mission- 
ary imperatives of the Church, Dr. 
Fulton called for a deeper and broader 
commitment to missions and warned 
of the effects of certain new trends 
whereby a system of “inter-Church 
aid” is replacing the former pioneer 
work traditionally associated with mis- 
sions. (Dr. Fulton’s address will be 
printed in next week’s Journal). 


Not on the program but a feature 
of the morning session was a report 
by the Rev. Lane G. Adams, pastor of 
the Key Biscayne, Fla., church, of an 
arrangement whereby Columbia Sem- 
inary students are participating as 
counselors in the Billy Graham Phila- 
delphia crusade. 


After lunch the gathering — which 
was still larger than the sanctuary 
could accommodate — heard Dr. Man- 
ford Geo. Gutzke, writer of the Jour- 
nal Circle Bible Studies, speak on 
“The Bible as It is for America To- 
day.” Dr. Gutzke emphasized that the 
student of the Bible must accept the 
Bible as it is and not as the student 
might like to re-write it. For instance, 
if one is to accept what the Bible says 
about Jesus Christ, one must accept 
everything the Bible says about Him, 
not just those parts that suit the indi- 
vidual taste. This, declared the speak- 
er, would include the miracles, for in- 
stance. (Dr. Gutzke’s address will ap- 
pear in an early issue). 


The program closed with a report 
by Editor Dr. G. Aiken Taylor, who 
indicated that the ever-expanding 
ministry of the Journal has brought 
with it encouraging evidence of ap- 
preciation and effect. 


Delegations from various churches 
that came in a body were recognized. 
Largest single delegation was some 
twelve from the Cedar Springs church, 
Knoxville, Tenn. Largest delegation 
from the greatest distance was a group 
of eleven from the Second Church, 
Memphis, Tenn. 


Battle of Brows 
Described by Bishop 


SAN DIEGO, Calif. (RNS)—Meth. 
odist musicians were urged here to 
select those hymns which will “deeply 
enrich” the lives of church members 
and to refrain from engaging in a 
“high-brow” versus “low-brow” bat. 
tle in the choice of music. 


Retired Methodist Bishop W. Ear] 
Ledden of Syracuse told some 300 
delegates to the biennial meeting of 
the National Fellowship of Methodist 
Musicians: 


“Our congregations sing not to each 
other, nor the choir to the congrega. 
tion. They are singing unto the Lord. 
Think of it as an audition, and He js 
listening. Select those hymns which 
will deeply enrich the life of ow 
members.” 


Bishop Ledden cited what he called 
a great lack of understanding of Gos- 
pel songs, adding that the battle be- 
tween “high-brow”’ and “low-brow” 
musicians is becoming “the battle of 
the no-brows.” 


According to Bishop Ledden, now 
professor of Christian Worship at 
Wesley Theological Seminary, Wash- 
ington, D. C., the “low-brow” church 
musician has “scorn for long _ hair, 
disdain for the classics, impatience 
with the unfamiliar. He has a resent- 
ment for what he thinks is an impli- 
cation of inferiority.” 


The high-brow church musician, 
he said, “attacks from on high with 
disdain, and scoffs at low tastes. The 
word ‘popular’ is a dirty word. They 
have a kind of self-conscious superi- 
ority, a professionalism and detach- 
ment from life which can be the 
death of all reality.” 


He urged church musicians not to 
scoff at Gospel songs. “Some of these 
songs deserve our respect,” he said. 
They are sacred to the hearts of some 
people. Others we ought not tolerate, 
and, in fact, have tolerated too long.” 





Harrisburg Church 
Seeks FM Permit 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — 
The Market Square Presbyterian 
Church of Harrisburg, Pa., has applied 
to the Federal Communications Com- 
mission for a construction permit for 
a new FM broadcasting station t 
operate in that city on Channel 235 
with a power of 1,670 watts. 
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Devotional given on Journal Day— 


Jesus [he Master Teacher 


HERMAN A. HOYT, Th.D. 


In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. . . . And the Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father), 
full of grace and truth... . No man 
hath seen God at any time; the only 
begotten Son, which is in the bosom 
of the Father, he hath declared him 
(John 1:1, 14, 18). 


Jesus has been universally acclaim- 
ed as the master teacher. And He was. 
In this sense He possessed a unique 
perfection. His was a lonely and sepa- 
rate splendor. 


It was not necessary for Him to 
wait for time to cast about Him a halo 
of greatness. He was acknowledged 
to be great by His own generation. 
In His early ministry a great teacher 
addressed Him, “Rabbi, we know that 
thou art a teacher come from God: 
for no man can do these miracles that 
thou doest, except God be with him” 
(John 3:2). Near the middle of His 
ministry, Matthew declares, of the ef- 
fect of the Sermon on the Mount, 
“And it came to pass, when Jesus had 
ended these sayings, the people were 
astonished at his doctrine: For he 
taught them as one having authority, 
and not as the scribes” (Matt. 7:28- 
29). At the close of His public min- 
istry, officers who had been sent to 
arrest Jesus, came back without Him 
saying, “Never man spake like this 
man” (John 7:46). 


What were the qualities of our 
Lord’s teaching? For this message 
seven characteristics of His teaching 
will be presented. 


THE MOTIVE OF HIS TEACH- 
ING WAS DIVINE APPROVAL. 
Men are moved by a variety of mo- 
tives. Some seek individual success. 
Others are interested in public ac- 
claim. Still others are concerned with 


monetary gain. Beyond these a host 
of reasons serve as motives for men. 


But none of these moved Christ. 
When He entered this world, Paul de- 
clares that “he took upon him the 
form of a servant” (Phil. 2:7). In 
His teaching, as in all other things 
He sought the glory of His Father: 
“. . . Jesus went up into the temple, 
and taught. And the Jews marvelled, 
saying, How knoweth this man letters, 
having never learned? Jesus answered 
them, and said, My doctrine is not 
mine, but his that sent me. If any 
man will do his will, he shall know of 
the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 
whether I speak of myself. He that 
speaketh of himself seeketh his own 
glory: but he that seeketh his glory 
that sent him, the same is true, and 
no unrighteousness is in him” (John 
7:4-18). 


Near the close of His public minis- 
try Christ said to the Jews, “As my 
Father hath taught me, I speak these 
things. And he that sent me is with 
me: “the father hath not left me 
alone; for I do always those things 
that please him” (John 8:29-30). 


THE MANNER OF HIS TEACH- 
ING WAS ONE OF ABSOLUTE AS- 
SURANCE. In an amazing statement 
Christ said, “My doctrine is not mine, 
but his that sent me” (John 7:16). 
In the power of this persuasion He 
conducted His teaching ministry. This 
made Him ever to speak with convic- 
tion. He was always dogmatic in His 
teaching. 


He never indulged in speculation. 
Not that speculation is wrong in itself. 
It is very much a part of our own 
ministry because of what we are. We 
are constantly saying, “it is probably 
so,” “in all likelihood,” “it is reason- 
able to suppose,” “in my opinion,” 
“so far as I can see.” 


But Christ never once even inti- 


mated that He might be mistaken. He 
never suggested that after more study 
or reflection He might change His 
mind. He made positive statements. 
He offered no proofs for His state- 
ments, and He never argued to sup- 
port His statements. To those who 
wanted proof of His teaching, He said 
they could prove His words by the 
test of doing the Father’s will (John 
7:17). 


THE MEDIUM OF HIS TEACH- 
ING WAS PERFECT REASON. He 
recognized that men were creatures 
made in the image of God, and were 
therefore rational creatures. So He 
appealed to human reason. He was 
constantly confronting the human 
mind with problems. He demanded 
that the human mind sit in judgment 
upon itself. 


It is true that He called upon men 
for faith. But He did not recognize 
anything irrational in that. He regard- 
ed faith as an aid to reasoning. That 
is the reason that the writer of He- 
brews declared, “Through faith we 
understand” (Heb. 11:3). Therefore 
in no sense did Christ call for blind 
credulity. 


Having completed the triumphal en- 
trance into the imperial city of Zion, 
Christ retired to the temple and 
taught. In the course of this teaching 
he repeatedly insisted that His hearers 
use their minds. “The baptism of John, 
whence was it?” (Matt. 21:23-27). 
“But what think ye? a certain man 
had two sons” (Matt. 21:28-32). 
“Hear another parable . . . what will 
he do unto those husbandmen?” (Matt. 
21:33-41). “Did ye never read in the 
scriptures .. .?” (Matt. 21:42-44). 


The result of this ministry of teach- 
ing was effective. The Jews reasoned 
correctly, and because they under- 
stood clearly the movement of His 
thought, they were compelled to pro- 
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nounce their own judgment. And this 
angered them (Matt. 21:45-46). 


THE METHOD OF HIS TEACH- 
ING WAS COMMON UNDERSTAND- 
ING. He spoke to be understood. This 
He did upon every occasion. Upon one 
of those occasions, His enemies “sent 
unto Him certain of the Pharisees and 
of the Herodians, to catch Him in his 
words” (Mark 12:18). They acknowl- 
edged that “thou regardest not the 
person of men, but teachest the way 
of God in truth’ (Mark 12:14), se 
they asked Him a question, “Is it 
lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or 
not?” (Mark 12:14). His call for a 
coin, the identification of the image 
and superscription, and then the com- 
mand, “Render to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s,” left them mar- 
velling (Mark 12:15-17). He had dealt 
with the problem with a common but 
unmistakable clarity. 


Later one of the scribes thought to 
catch Him by raising a theological 
problem concerning the First Com- 
mandment. With the same skill Christ 
taught from the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures the truth of God on this point. 
So clear and decisive was His answer, 
the scribe was forced to admit that 
He was right, even though he answer- 
ed discreetly lest he further implicate 
himself.. (Mark 12:28-34). 


Since it was the common people He 
taught, He ever used common truth. 
These elemental truths did not con- 
sist of the mere accidentals or trivi- 
alities of life, but the deeper things 
of life. For instance He spoke to a 
common woman at the well something 
that is common to all men, and yet 
the most profound words on the sub- 
ject of worship ever uttered (John 4: 
19-24). It was because he used com- 
mon language, words, illustrations, 
that He always made Himself intelli- 
gible to everyone. 


THE MATTER OF HIS TEACH- 
ING WAS ESSENTIAL TRUTH. At 
the conclusion of that amazing Ser- 
mon on the Mount it is declared, 
“And it came to pass, when Jesus had 
ended these sayings, the people were 
astonished at His doctrine . . . for He 
taught them as one having authority, 
and not as the scribes” (Matt. 7:28- 
29). The reason they were astonished 
at His teaching was because its intrin- 
sic nature was authoritative. 


This does not mean that it. was 
authoritative because Christ said it 
was. He did say that it was. But it 


was authoritative whether He said it 
was or not. Nor does this mean that 
Christ’s manner was authoritative. It 
was. But even if His manner had not 
been authoritative, the nature and 
content of His teaching would have 
possessed that quality. His teaching 
was the kind that brought an answer- 
ing response from within. As men lis- 
tened they were made to say “Yes, 
that is so.” 


This does not mean that all men 
obeyed what He taught, nor that they 
liked what He taught. They were of- 
ten angry at His words. In fact, men 
finally hounded Him out of this world 
because of His teaching. They did not 
ery out for His crucifixion because 
they did not believe what He taught 
was true, but because they did not 
want to obey it (Matt. 21:45-46). 
Many today deny His virgin birth, His 
deity, His vicarious death, and bodily 
resurrection, yet when confronted 
with the Sermon on the Mount do not 
hesitate to acknowledge it as absolute- 
ly true and authoritative. 


THE MESSAGE OF HIS TEACH- 
ING WAS THE ETERNAL WORD. 
In those solemn hours before His ap- 
proaching death, when keeping lonely 
vigil with the Father, twice Christ de- 
scribed the content of His message. 
“TI have given unto them the words 
which thou gavest me. ... I have 
given them thy word ... thy word is 
truth” (John 17:8, 14, 17). It is for 
this faithfulness in the task of teach- 
ing that He is called “the faithful and 
true witness” (Rev. 1:5; 3:14). In 
this sense He was the prophet of God. 


It is often said that Christ was the 
most original speaker who ever spoke, 
and certainly with this statement one 
can scarcely find fault. And yet in a 
far larger sense, He was most unorig- 
inal. Examination of His words in 
the light of the Old Testament will 
reveal that there is scarcely a word 
He spoke that did not come from the 
Old Testament. His mind was so 
saturated with the teaching of the 
Old Testament, that His words, 
phrases, patterns of expression, allu- 
sions, illustrations were largely drawn 
from this source. 


For Scriptural support there are no 
better words than His own. “For I 
have not spoken of myself;. but the 
Father which sent me, he gave me a 
commandment, what I should say, and 
what I should speak. And I know that 
his commandment is life everlasting: 
whatsoever I speak therefore, even as 


the Father said unto me, so I speak” 
(John 12:49-50). 


THE MOVEMENT OF HIS TEACu. 
ING WAS TOWARD A SPIRITUAL 
END. Declaring the content of his 
teaching ministry, Christ also pointed 
out its intent. He came to remove 


darkness (John 12:46), to save the | 


world (John 12:47), and to minister 
life everlasting (John 12:50). In this 
respect it was necessary to compel 
the human will. To the impotent man 
he said, “Wilt thou be made whole?” 
John 5:6). To a blind man He again 
addressed the will, “What wilt thoy 
that I should do unto thee?” (Mark 
10:51). 


Christ never taught to satisfy mere 
intellectual curiosity. There are many 
things men have always desired to 
know. But Christ never said anything 
about the secrets of the universe. His 
purpose was to impart knowledge unto 
everlasting life. 


Furthermore, Christ had no interest 
in mere intellectual orthodoxy. Ac. 
curacy of belief was a means to an 
end for Him. It was the way whereby 
men could come into the close fellow- 
ship with Himself where they would 
share in holiness of character, essen- 
tial goodness, spiritual life, and gra- 
cious conduct. Unlike the philosophers 
of Athens who gathered just to tell 
or hear some new thing, Christ di- 
i. all His teachings to a spiritual 
end. 


Christ enlarged His teaching min- 
istry to the inner circle who were His 
own. He said to them in the upper 


room, “Ye call me Master” (John 
13:13) (Greek, “The Teacher”). He 
praises them for recognizing this qual- 
ity in Him, and then affirms the rea- 
son, “For so I am.” With this as a 
condition, He tells them to follow His 
teaching (John 18:14). 


This obligation is emphasized be- 


cause He is their Lord as well as their | 


teacher, and His teaching is the last 
word for them in all matters pertain- 
ing to faith and life. And certainly 
the servant is honor-bound and duty- 
bound to bow to the authoritative 
teaching of His Lord (John 13:13-16). 
If men will acknowledge the quality 
of His teaching, bow to its authori- 
tative demands, for them there will 
be happiness (John 13:17). 


Besides all this, for every believer 
there is a possibility of growing in 


(Cont. on p. 17, col. 1) 
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Substance of address delivered on Journal Day — 


The Relevancy of ‘The Bible 
‘To The World ‘Today 


FRANK CROSSLEY MORGAN, D.D. 


I am not unaware of the fact that 
there are those around us today who 
will tell you with an attitude of in- 
finite intellectual superiority that mod- 
ern man has outgrown the Bible and 
that the Bible is entirely irrelevant to 
the problems of this modern age. I 
confess to you that despite their as- 
sumption of such an attitude of infinite 
intellectual superiority, if I must re- 
spect the honesty of such men, then I 
lose all respect for their use of their 
God-given gray matter. It may well 
be that it was of such men that our 
Lord was thinking when He spoke of 
“these things” being “hidden from the 
wise and the understanding and re- 
vealed unto babes.” 


No, my friends, never was the Bible 
more relevant than it is at this very 
moment, than it is today. Never has 
the case for the Bible been as strong 
as it is today. The very state of the 
world is a most perfect substantiation 
of the truth of Biblical teaching. 


I am not here today to defend the 
Bible. I am here to proclaim it. There- 
fore, I want to put my remarks into 
a more positive form, thus: The Bible 
and the Bible alone throws any real 
and reliable light on the state of the 
world as it is, and offers the only 
trustworthy hope with regard to the 
future. 


Now when I say “the Bible,” I 
would have you realize that I do not 
mean merely the Sermon on the Mount. 
Neither do I mean merely an occa- 
sional favorite Psalm which is read be- 
fore one goes to sleep at night. Nor do 
I mean merely certain aspects of the 


prophetic teachings found within the 
Bible. ; 


I mean the whole Bible, the Old 
Testament and the New Testament, 


taken as the unique revelation of God 
to man and of His purposes with re- 
gard to this old world. I intend to 
summarize the case by putting it in 
the form of three propositions: (1) 
The Bible alone accounts for and ex- 
plains the present chaotic condition 
and state of the world. (2) The Bible 
and the Bible alone gives us strength 
to face the present chaotic situation. 
(3) The Bible and the Bible alone af- 
fords us any trustworthy hope with 
regard to the future. 


THE BIBLE ALONE ACCOUNTS 
FOR AND EXPLAINS THE PRES- 
ENT CHAOTIC SITUATION. 


I might go further than the title 
and say that the Bible alone accounts 
for the very possibility of such a state 
of affairs as exists in the world today. 


The question as to why things are 
as they are is a very real one. Critics 
of the Bible will say, “How do you ac- 
count for it? After nearly two thou- 
sand years of the preaching of your 
Gospel, which claims to be a unique 
way of salvation, how are wars such 
as we have been having at all pos- 
sible?” 


Those who still ask such questions 
ask them because they have swallow- 
ed hook, line and sinker the modern 
idealistic, humanistic, evolutionary 
philosophy of life. One of the greatest 
tragedies of the last several decades 
of Church history has been the man- 
ner in which this philosophy has been 
confused with the message of the 
Bible, the Word of God. 


All too many men called to preach 
the Word of God have attempted to 
harmonize the evolutionary philosophy 
of life with the teaching of the Word. 
They have spoken of themselves as 
theistic evolutionists. It has been sup- 


posed by them that the Bible teaches 
that as a result of evolutionary pro- 
cesses from age to age, men have be- 
come increasingly better men; Chris- 
tians have become increasingly better 
Christians; and therefore, after two 
thousand years of the preaching of 
the Gospel message, the world ought 
to be by now well-nigh perfect. For 
such a philosophy, wars of the magni- 
tude of the last World War would be 
utterly impossible! 


But the Bible teaches no such phi- 
losophy, neither can such a philosophy 
be harmonized with the teachings of 
the Word of God. The Bible would 
have us expect wars and rumors of 
wars, even unto the consummation of 
the age. The Bible teaches us that evil 
men will wax worse and worse, and 
that we must expect this. The Bible 
proclaims: “No peace, saith my God, 
to the wicked!” 


Again, the Bible alone explains the 
genesis — the origin — of wars and 
of our present chaos. I ask you, are 
not all explanations utterly inadequate 
save that which is given us in the 
Word of God? 


Some try to explain international 
chaos in terms of some event, some 
treaty. Others explain everything in 
terms of economics. Still others try to 
explain everything politically. Yes, and 
some try to explain everything in 
terms of particular men: Hitler, 
Stalin, Khrushchev. 


Surely, my friends, if we but ex- 
amine all these explanations with 
care, we must see that not one of them 
is adequate. There is something bigger 
behind wars and the chaotic state of 
affairs in the midst of which we find 
ourselves today. The Bible says that 
the cause of our wars and of our chaos 
is sin. SIN! The cause is the ruptured 
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relationship existing between man and 
his God. It is the alienation of man- 
kind from God. 


But the Bible goes even further 
than that. The Bible recognizes the 
cosmic conflict going on behind the 
scenes — between God and His angels 
and Satan and his spiritual hosts of 
wickedness. Modern man, from his 
imagined heights of intellectual su- 
periority denies the existence of Satan 
and of those spiritual hosts of wick- 
edness — and by these denials he has 
lost the key to an intelligent under- 
standing of the present state of the 
world. 


My friends, if you think that our 
statesmen are only up against men, 
such as Khrushchev, Castro, and Nas- 
ser, then you are not merely ignorant 
politically but also spiritually! There 
is Satan and his hosts. 


THE BIBLE ALONE GIVES 
STRENGTH TO FACE CHAOTIC 
CONDITIONS. 


I wonder if you have noticed how 
hopeless some people become in times 
of crisis? There are those who are 
afraid to think at all of their troubles. 
Others become what we might speak 
of as wishful thinkers. 


The vast majority of men and 
women who do think, but who do not 
accept the Bible, are profound pessi- 
mists. I wonder if you ever read the 
last thing that H. G. Wells ever wrote? 
He was an avowed atheist — all his 
hopes were rooted in the modern 
idealistic, humanistic, evolutionary 
philosophy of life. And then there 
came crashing across the world two 
great wars. Every hope he ever had 
was shattered. And the last thing he 
wrote was, “Mind at the End of its 
Tether.” I think it’s the most pessi- 
mistic piece of writing I have ever 
read. 


Against that sort of thing, there has 
been nothing which has so helped and 
sustained the people of God; and 
maintained their morale and strength 
in the midst of crises and chaos — 
than a vital belief in the Bible. The 
Bible helps people in their times of 
need by enabling them to take the 
long view. This Book always encour- 
ages us not to be influenced overmuch 
by what happens immediately. It tells 
us that it has seen the wicked flourish- 
ing like the green bay tree. But it also 
tells us that if we but wait a while 
the wicked will vanish out of sight .. . 
forever. 


The Bible also reminds us of the 
word of the Lord Jesus Christ, “He 
that exalteth himself shall be hum- 
bled.” It gives us the long view, which 
saves us from becoming victims of 
fear and phobias created by temporary 
reverses. It assures us of the ultimate 
triumph of God. It even goes beyond 
that, to say that even should the worst 
come to the worst, all will still be well 
with those who know God and who are 
the called according to His purpose. 


With such confidence as the Bible 
affords, men and women can weather 
any storm and keep steady and calm 
when the hurricanes blow and the bil- 
lows are rolling and the very founda- 
tions seem to be shaking. 


THE BIBLE ALONE GIVES ANY 
TRUSTWORTHY HOPE FOR THE 
FUTURE. 


In the final analysis there are only 
three possible views of history. First 
there is that view which is sometimes 
called the view of contingency. This 








The strange thing is this, that the 
“wise and the understanding” are blind 
to the “deep things of God,” while hosts 
of “little ones” see and appreciate them. 
The truth, I suppose, is that the gate 
is too narrow for their greatness — 
greatness only from the standpoint of 
this present age.—E. KERI EVANS, in 
My Spiritual Pilgrimage. 








view tells us that things happen any- 
how, that events occur without any 
special rhyme or reason. 


Then there is the view of fatalism 
— the doctrine of necessity. This view 
says that things must happen because 
they are guided and controlled by some 
dark, evil and impersonal power de- 
nominated fate. Oh, how many people 
become fatalists in their hours of cri- 
sis! 


But thirdly there is the Biblical 
view which is the doctrine of certainty. 
The Bible teaches that things do not 
just merely happen any old how, or 
haphazardly as the result of some con- 
tingency. Neither does the Bible sug- 
gest that this world is ordered by some 
dark, impersonal, hideous force. 


The Bible tells us that this world is 
God’s world — that even sinners are 
under the hand of God — that even 
Satan is not outside God’s control — 
that God permits, even allows certain 
things for the time being. But behind 


it all and over it all and beyond it aj] 
God has His plans. 


According to the Bible there are 
three focal points in history: Crea. 
tion, Incarnation, Consummation. And 
just as certainly as the first two have 
already taken place, even so the third 
will take place. 


Chronology, as I understand it, js 
not a matter of clocks. Neither is it a 
matter of calendars. Chronology is es. 
sentially a matter of moral conditions, 
according to the Bible. This Book js 
not interested in times or seasons, It 
is interested in the fact that God has 
His plans and God will work out His 
plans as He has always done in the 
past. Someone says, “How soon?” Our 
only reply is, “With Him a thousand 
years are as one day and one day as 
a thousand years.” Yes, in His own 
good time God will act. And in spite 
of sin and evil and Satan and hell, the 
kingdoms of this world will become the | 
Kingdom of our God and of His 
Christ. 


* + *£ * 


In conclusion let us ask, “What is 
the practical message of all this?” Let 
me answer in a bit of a round-about 
way. 


Some of you will remember that a 
little over 318 years ago, in the year 
of our Lord 1643, the British Parlia- 
ment summoned an Assembly of learn- 
ed, Godly and judicious divines, to 
meet in Westminster Abbey in order | 
to consult and advise concerning mat- | 
ters of religion. That Assembly, of 
course, came to be known as the West- 
minster Assembly. Out of it came our 


Catechisms and the Westminster Con- | 


fession of Faith. 


I suppose that the three foremost | 
emphases laid down by that great As- 
sembly were, (1) the Sovereignty of 
God, (2) the supremacy of Scripture, | 
and (3) the liberty of conscience. To- | 
day I am especially impressed by the | 
wisdom of those Godly men placing | 
the emphasis they did upon the sv- 
premacy of the Scriptures. 


We need to get back to the position 
of that Assembly! We need to returm 
to a recognition of and a reckoning 
with the supremacy of the Scriptures! 
We need to get back to the Bible — 
and by that I do not merely mean that 
we need to read it, study it and teach 
it. These are tremendously important, 
of course. But we need to live it! 


(Cont. on p. 19, col 1) 
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THE BELK BROTHERS CO. 
Since 1886 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in store doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 
since 1923 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 
the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


‘for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


le, 
J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
ey le, 8. C. 

. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
ad Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s "1 Ve Store 
Camden, Cc. 

3. A. aan Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, 8. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

R. Grier Robinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Renae. Ss. C. 
. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
=o N. 

R. E. McCormick, Mir. -Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. 

J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
KENTUCKY 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Harlan, Ky. 

Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mgr.-Prop. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 


Ga. 
D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 

ARKANSAS 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Paragould, Ark. 

W. H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 
OHIO 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Athens, Ohio 

Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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DITORIALS 


Signs of Hope 


Amid all the evidences of spiritual 
retreat today, there are signs of real 
hope. 


This is not to say that the end of 
alien trends is in sight, nor that we 
must no longer speak of influences and 
ideas troubling the Church. The “pro- 
phetic” attitude, in the name of the 
Lord, toward “strange fires,” has al- 
ways been needed and probably ever 
will be. 


But there are signs of hope, both in 
the pulpit and in the pew. 


Ministers have a burden for their 
people. Many of them are preaching 
with an unaccustomed urgency. They 
are seeking one another out and meet- 
ing together to share their concern 
with one another ... and to pray. 


The basic simplicity of the Gospel 
is returning to many pulpits. Congre- 
gations are hearing of sin and re- 
demption and the blood of Jesus Christ 
as never before. The people are being 
called to accept Him as Lord and 
Saviour as never before. Here and 
there an invitation is being given 
spontaneously for the first time. And 
here and there the breath of revival 
sweeps unexpectedly over a congrega- 
tion. 


Lay men and women are taking an 
interest in the life and ministry of the 
Church in greater numbers. There is 
evidence of growing lay spiritual per- 
ceptiveness. When a man of the cloth 
takes the morning hour on the Lord’s 
day to speak of reciprocal trade agree- 
ments, economics and the exploration 
of space, the people are no longer com- 
placent about it. They ask: “Next time 
we would see Jesus!” 


There are signs of a healthy reac- 
tion against the recently popular no- 
tion that everything new is necessarily 
good. Just a decade ago the cry was 
for “a new theology for the space 
age!” Today there is a more sober 
evaluation: “We must recapture the 
vitality of the Reformation.” 


“Progress” is no longer associated 
with giving Presbyterianism a decent 
burial. Those who would save the 


Presbyterian Church with all its vital 
distinctives are no longer supported 
by only a few “reactionaries.” 


The literature of the Church is bet- 
ter than it was. Though not without 
fault, there appears in program ma- 
terials a spiritual depth which was not 
so evident a decade ago. 


The Presbyterian Church, US, is 
now engaged in the preparation of a 
whole new curriculum. Although some 
promised emphases do not reflect the 
historic Reformed theology as faith- 
fully as many would desire, there is 
every reason to suppose that the fin- 


ished product will constitute a major 
improvement over anything in use to. 
day. ' 


Most encouraging — in some gre. 
spects — is the way the Church has 
resisted the almost overwhelming pres. 
sures of alien theological thought, alien 
missionary policies, alien ecumenica] 
emphases, and overweening bureauc. 


racy, that have had such a devastating | 


effect on certain other denominations, 
We have our faults — and these must 
ever be mentioned — but the testimony 
of the Presbyterian Church, US, stil} 
is that of the vital Gospel according 
to the Reformed faith. 


Of course neither the Bible nor the 
present circumstances give us any rea- 
son for complacency or self-esteem, 
But those who pray for a Church 
without spot or blemish or any such 
thing, doing the Lord’s work in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse gen- 
eration, have many reasons for thanks- 
giving in the signs of hope that con- 
tinue to appear. 





The Fish That Discovered Water 


Some scientists at Smolensk Uni- 
versity decided to develop a fish that 
could live out of water. 


So, choosing some healthy red her- 
rings, they bred, crossbred, hormoned 
and chromosomed until at length they 
had a fish that could live — at least 
exist — out of water. 


The local commissar was not satis- 
fied. True, these fish had survived till 
now on rarefied gas, but how about 
reactionary tendencies? He suspected 
a secret yen for water. 


“You have neglected education,” 
he said. “Start over, and this time do 
not neglect education.” 


So again they bred, crossbred, hor- 
moned and chromosomed, and this 
time they did not neglect education — 
down to the veriest reflex. 


The result? A red herring that 
would rather die than get its tail wet. 
The slightest suggestion of humidity 
filled the new herring with dread. 
Thought control had done its perfect 
work, and, with the possible exception 
of the red herring, everyone was 
happy. Surely this year’s Lenin Prize 
would go to the scientists of Smolensk 
University. 


But the world must see this triumph 
of Soviet research. The commissar 
who had thought of education must 
take the fish on tour. 


Somewhere in Hungary the tragedy 
occurred. Quite accidentally, accord- 
ing to official reports, the red herring 
fell into a pool of water. 


Deep in the green translucent stuff 
it lay — eyes and gills clamped shut — 
afraid to move lest it become wetter. 
And, of course, it could not breathe — 
every reflex said no to that. Never did 
a fish so wet feel more like a fish out 
of water. 


But breathe it must, and there was 
nothing else to breathe. Only water. So 
the red herring drew a tentative gillful. 


Its eyes bulged. It breathed again. 
Its jaw flew open. It flicked a fin... 
then another . . . and wiggled with de- 
light. Then it darted away. The fish 
had discovered water! 


And with that same kind of wonder, : 


men, conditioned by a world that re- 
jects Him, discover God through Jesus 
Christ. “For in Him we live and move 
and have our being.” 


—HAROLD BREDESEN in HIS 
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Not Scriptural? 


One of the more curious aspects of 
the current hassle over Capital Pun- 
ishment is the frequent contention that 
the death penalty “is not Scriptural.” 
Leading churchmen have come out flat- 
ly to say: “The New Testament does 
not countenance Capital Punishment.” 
Or, “The death penalty is contrary to 
the teachings of Christ.” 


The report of the Committee on 
Christian Action which was rejected 
by the last General Assembly went so 
far as to imply that the Old Testa- 
ment as well as the New denied the 
lasting validity of Capital Punishment. 


Now if the Church is to enter into 
debate on any subject it should be first 
and foremost on account of Scripture. 
There must be a word from the Lord 
on any issue to which the Church pre- 
sumes to speak, in our opinion. 


Therefore we would ask two ques- 
tions of those debating Capital Pun- 
ishment: (1) What teachings of Jesus 
or of His apostles can be made the 
ground and framework of a penal sys- 
tem of any kind? Suppose you were 
faced with the practical problem of de- 
termining what shall be done with 
criminals. Upon what Scripture would 
you base your penal code? 


The second question is like unto the 
first: (2) Where in Scripture will you 
find one —not many, just one — pas- 
sage directly opposing Capital Punish- 
ment? 


We will be happy to print any 
thoughtful answers we may receive. 





To Read the Bible 


A great many people don’t read 
their Bibles because, they say, they 
don’t get anything out of their read- 
ing. 


We rather suspect that they read too 
hurriedly and with their minds focus- 
sed somewhere else. The Bible seldom 
speaks its deepest, sweetest words to 
those who read in a hurry. Nature can 
only tell her secrets to those who will 
sit still in her sacred temple till their 
eyes lose the glare of earthly glory 
and their ears are attuned to her voice. 
And shall the Bible do what nature 
cannot? Never. The man who shall win 
the blessedness of hearing the voice of 
divine wisdom must watch daily at her 
gates and wait leisurely and earnestly 
at the posts of her doors. 


A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


LABORERS FROM EVERYWHERE 


“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest.” 


—Matt. 9:38 


This is a command of our Lord, a 
responsibility which He places on 
Christians today as in the days of His 
flesh. 


The evangelization of the world was 
our Lord’s deep concern. It was to that 
end that He came into the world, for 
He came not so much to preach the 
Gospel as that there might be a Gos- 
pel to preach. 


We have accepted the “Great Com- 
mission” as the mandate of the Church 
from her Lord; and missions, at home 
and abroad, as her supreme task. 


But there is strong reason to be- 
lieve that we have thought of world 
evangelization as the task of our mis- 
sionaries alone. As this is written 
more than forty new missionaries of 
the Presbyterian Church, US, are 
travelling to their chosen fields to take 
up this great task. 


We thank God for these dedicated 
young lives but we mourn because 
they are so few. The Church, so bless- 
ed and so complacent, is failing to se- 
cure and send the number of men and 
women which the nature of the Gos- 
pel and need of the world demand. 


But we are failing at another point. 
We forget that our Lord was speak- 
ing in the widest sense of the word. 
The laborers needed are not limited 
to a particular race cr culture. They 
are any men and women anywhere 
who know the Lord of the harvest as 
their own Saviour and who are obedi- 
ent to His command to go and make 
disciples of all nations. 


We need to broaden our horizons 
and widen the scope of our prayers. 
We need to be realistic, to admit that 
God has not left the evangelization of 
the world to one nation or denomina- 
tion. It is His will that as new peo- 
ples come to know Him they shall in 
turn take up the task of making Him 
known to others. 


Let us pray the Lord of the harvest 
that He will thrust forth labourers 
from among the Christians in Korea, 
Japan, Taiwan, India, Latin America, 
Africa and other parts of the world. 


Let us be realistic enough to know 
that there is not any apparent hope of 
American Christians evangelizing the 
world alone. For some generations the 
great World Missions enterprise has 
had its main impetus from Northern 
Europe, Canada and the United States. 
But that day may be coming to an end. 
At any rate it is the responsibility of 
all who know Christ to share in mak- 
ing Him known, and the so-called 
“younger Churches” must share their 
full responsibility with us today. 


Therefore, as we pray let us ask 
God to send forth laborers from among 
all Christian people. Not only is this 
their obligation but it is also their 
privilege, for the Church which wit- 
nesses is the Church which grows and 
is richly blessed. 


One also wonders whether, as we 
pray for a great upsurge of mission- 
ary responsibility abroad, we should 
not pray for greater vision in using 
modern methods of communication. 
Why should the forces of evil make 
capital use of radio, television and the 
printed page while the Church merely 
plays with the potentialities of mass 
communication? 


True, most Churches now have de- 
partments which make some use of 
these new media, but this should be 
multiplied a thousand-fold. That it re- 
quires a great outlay of money should 
but challenge us to give more of our 
means to that end. That the evange- 
lization of the whole world is our ob- 
jective should drive us to our knees 
and to aggressive and far-reaching 
action by the help of and in the name 
of the Lord. 


The place to start is with a new 
concept of the need, an understanding 
of our own weakness, and a complete 
dependence on the guidance and bless- 


(Cont. on p. 19, col. 1) 
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By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 


I. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


Our lesson for today deals with Titus — a man who stood as close 
to Paul as any of his associates in his missionary labors. Titus, it 
appears, had qualities of leadership and organization that undoubt- 
edly surpassed those possessed by Timothy. Paul esteemed this 
man’s ability so highly that he entrusted to him one of the hardest 
tasks he encountered: namely, straightening out the internal affairs 
of the church at Corinth. Titus did his work well and efficiently — 
so well that he saved the church at Corinth from further dissolu- 
tion. Since Titus was a Gentile, our study of him should be espe- 
cially attractive to all of us who are Gentiles. All of the references 
to him are found in Paul’s writings and most are indirect references. 


Il. GENERAL INFORMATION. 


Titus is not once mentioned by name in Luke's ac- 
count of the early Church as recorded in Acts, but he 
is surely to be included in the “certain others” (Acts 
15:2) who, with the apostles and elders, came to the 
first “General Assembly” (Acts 15). In fact, the ques- 
tion whether Titus, a Gentile, should be circumcised 
(thus appeasing the Judaizing party) may have be- 
came the “test case” of evangelical Christianity in the 
early Church. The Assembly decreed that Gentiles 
should not be compelled to be circumcised (Acts 15: 
28f; Gal. 2:1-3). 


Titus next meets us, almost a decade later, in Paul’s 
dealings with the Corinthian church. From the scanty 
references in Paul’s correspondence with the church at 
Corinth, we gather that there were possibly three trips 
that Titus made to Corinth at the behest of Paul: first, 
in connection with the collection for the poor saints at 
Jerusalem which Paul would later gather (II Cor. 8:6- 
12; 12:18; cf. I Cor. 16:1f) ; second, in order to correct 
certain troubles that broke out in Corinth, at which 
time he may have taken Paul’s first letter to the Co- 
rinthians (II Cor. 2:13; 7:5-16) ; third, in order to pre- 
pare the Corinthians for Paul’s return to them and in 
order to carry his second letter to the Corinthians (IT 
Cor. 8:16-24) . 


The later references to Titus are found in II Timo- 
thy (4:10) and in the Epistle to Titus. These will be 
considered under a later heading. 


Ill. “SET IN ORDER THE THINGS THAT 
ARE WANTING.” 


These words are found in Paul’s exhortation to Titus 
(Tit. 1:5). They sum up well the relationship between 
these two men of God. Below we will deal with the 
passages assigned for today’s lesson. 


1. “Because I found not Titus” (II Cor. 2:12f). 
These verses bring before us two important consider- 
ations: 


Lesson for September 17, 1961 
TITUS, A COMPETENT PASTOR 


Bible Material: II Corinthians 2:12-13; 
7:6,13,14; 8:6,16,23; 12:18, Galatians 
2:1-3; Il Timothy 4:10; Titus 
Devotional Reading: Titus 2:1-14 


Memory Selection: Titus 2:7 





a. Paul’s opportunity at Troas. The Lord had 
opened at Troas a wonderful opportunity to preach 
the Gospel. We should recall that it was at Troas that 
Paul had the vision of the man of Macedonia (Acts 
16:8-10) . 


b. Paul’s depression of spirit. Paul had expected 
to find Titus at Troas with good news of the favorable 
reaction of the Corinthians to his first letter. But his 
spirit is disturbed when he fails to find Titus at Troas. 
So vivid is this mental disturbance still before him that 
he actually wrote to the Corinthians, “I have not got 
relief in my spirit” — as if he were reliving the ex. 
perience at the time he wrote. Paul could not put his 
mind on the opportunity at Troas because a greater 
burden rested on his soul: the burden of the Corin- 
thian church. So the great Apostle, agitated in spirit, 
left Troas and went to meet Titus in Macedonia, pos 
sibly at Philippi. 


2. “God... comforted us by the coming of Titus 
(II Cor. 7:6,13,14). These verses describe Paul's re- 
lief of spirit brought about by the good news that Titus 
brought from Corinth, that the problems there were on 
the way to being solved. 


a. The coming of Titus (7:6). The word trans 
lated “‘comforteth” is found 19 times in this epistle. 
Paul was in desperate need of some kind of human 
encouragement. The word translated “coming” also 


MONTREAT - ANDERSON 
Coeducational Junior College 


Fully accredited. An affiliated Presbyterian College 
Liberal Arts — Business Education — Music 
Terminal Courses — Business and Church Secretary 


Total Cost $855 — Liberal Scholarships 
Calvin Grier Davis, President 
Box J. Montreat, N. C. 
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means “presence.” It is the same word (parousia) that 
js used elsewhere to express the joy of the second com- 
ing of Christ (I Cor. 15:23; II Thess. 2:1,8; etc.) . 


b. The joy of Titus (7:13). It seems very evident 
from this verse that Paul’s joy was mainly a reaction 
to the joy of Titus: “But besides our comfort, we more 
superabundantly rather rejoiced at the joy of Titus” 
(another more literal translation) . 


c. The confirmation of Titus (7:14). In this verse 
Paul tells the Corinthians that their reaction to the 
visit of Titus was exactly what he had told Titus that 
it would be. He is, in reality, speaking highly of both 
Titus and the Corinthians. 


d. The affection of Titus (7:15). This verse is not 
in our assigned Scripture, but it seems so important 
that we place it here. The “inward affection” of Titus 
toward the Corinthians had grown tremendously as he 
personally witnessed the obedience they manifested to- 
ward him as Paul’s messenger. 


3. “He is my partner and fellow helper concerning 
you” (II Cor. 8:6,16,23). These verses deal mainly 
with the part Titus had in inspiring the Corinthian 
church to be generous in the gift promised for the poor 
saints in Jerusalem. 


a. The work begun by Titus (8:6). In verses 1-5 
Paul, by way of contrast, cites the generosity of the 
Macedonian Christians in responding to the appeal for 
gifts for the poor saints at Jerusalem. Now it is time 
for the Corinthians to show the same zeal. “This grace 
also” reminds the Corinthians and us that giving is 
also a grace. 


b. The spontaneity of the zeal of Titus (8:16ff). 
These verses manifest one of the characteristic virtues 
of Titus: his earnestness and aggressive zeal in the 
things of the Lord. He was not a person who had to 
be told everything he should do. Because of this vir- 
tue, Paul was sending him (as he had previously sent 
him), along with others, to receive the gifts of the Co- 
rinthians. 


c. Paul’s esteem of Titus (8:23). Paul here de- 
scribes Titus as his “partner and fellow helper con- 
cerning you.” The word translated “partner” (also so 
translated in Philem. 17) expresses a very close per- 
sonal relationship. The same word is elsewhere trans- 
lated “partakers” (Matt. 23:30; Luke 5:10; I Cor. 10: 
18; II Cor. 1:7; I Pet. 5:1; II Pet. 1:4), “fellowship” 
(I Cor. 10:20) and “companion” (Heb. 10:33). Titus 
was very close and dear to the apostle Paul. 


4. “Did Titus make a gain of you?” (II Cor. 12:18). 
This verse teaches two important things about Titus: 


_ a. His absolute integrity. When Titus went to Cor- 
inth to initiate the collection for the poor saints at 
Jerusalem (see II Cor. 8:6) he did not take any of 
the money for himself. 


_b. His absolute fidelity to Paul’s teaching and prac- 
tice: he and Paul walked together harmoniously. There 
was no friction between Paul and this helper. The 
word “spirit” is somewhat ambiguous here: it desig- 
nates either the human “spirit” or “the Holy Spirit.” 
If the latter is meant, Galatians 5:16,25 will be sug- 
gestive. 


5. “Not even was Titus . . . compelled to be circum- 
cised” (Gal. 2:1-3). This heading is a literal transla- 
tion of the Greek; it also expresses the main thrust of 
this passage. 


a. The Council at Jerusalem. Though there is dis- 
agreement among scholars, we may assume that Paul’s 
visit to Jerusalem in Galatians 2:1-3 is identical with 
the visit described in Acts 15:1-35. One may profitably 
consult the passage in Acts for the background of the 
present passage. 


b. The non-circumcision of Titus. As we have al- 
ready seen, Titus was probably present at the Jeru- 
salem Council (included among the “certain other of 
them” of Acts 15:2). The main issue at this Council 
was whether converts from the Gentiles should be cir- 
cumcised. Paul saw the issue here clearly: Shall Chris- 
tianity be bound to Jewish legalism or shall it become 
a free and independent movement liberated from Jew- 
ish ceremonialism? If Titus, a pure Gentile, had been 
circumcised to appease the Judaizers, then Christianity 
would not be the “new cloth” and the “new wine” 
(Mark 2:1-3). The case of Timothy’s circumcision 
(Acts 16:1-3) , cited sometimes to show that Paul acted 
inconsistently, affords no real contradiction of the case 
here dealt with (Gal. 2:1-3). 


6. “Titus unto Dalmatia” (11 Tim. 4:10). Dalma- 
tia was largely the same territory as Yugoslavia is to- 
day. The present passage follows in time the reference 
in Titus 1:4, where Paul left Titus in Crete. From 
Crete Titus went to Rome, and from Rome he went 
to Dalmatia. We do not know exactly where the refer- 
ence to Nicopolis (Tit. 3:12) fits in. Some have sup- 
posed that our present passage (II Tim. 4:10) teaches 
that Titus, like Demas, became a spiritual turncoat or 
apostate; but there is absolutely no justification for 
such a view or imputation against Titus. 


7. “To Titus, mine own son after the common 
faith” (Titus). The entire Epistle to Titus makes up 
the last section assigned for today’s lesson. We should 
note that Paul left Titus at Crete (1:5). The purpose 
for which Paul wrote this epistle to Titus may be sum- 
med up thus: 


a. Ecclesiastical matters — the organization of 
churches under elders (1:5-9). (We should recognize 
that the word “bishop” in verse 7 is referring to the 
same officers as “elders” in verse 5.) 


b. Disciplinary matters concerning morality and 
false teaching (1:14-16). 


c. The duties of Christians in the church and in 
society (2:1-10). 


d. A redeemed people in a sinful world (2:11-15). 
e. The Christian life and practice (3:1-11). 
f. Personal matters (3:12-15). 
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Youth Pro 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Cram 


FOR SEPTEMBER 17, 1961: GETTING ALONG WITH OTHERS 


Scripture Reading — Luke 10:25-37 and I Corinthians 13 
Suggested Hymns— 

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 

“Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” 

“Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: The 
most obvious relationships we have are those with other 
people. Some of our most obvious problems in life are 
the result of our failure or apparent inability to get 
along well with others. On the other hand, some of 
our highest joys are directly related to the happy rela- 
tionships we have with other people. This matter of 
getting along with other people is one with which the 
Bible is very much concerned. It is very clear that God 
wants us to get along well with one another, and the 
Bible has some very fundamental instructions for estab- 
lishing satisfactory relations with others. 


In this program we shall not attempt to go into de- 
tailed rules for getting along with others, but we can 
lay down some of the basic principles as they are indi- 
cated in the Bible. At the conclusion of the program 
there will be some specific questions for us to discuss. 


FIRST SPEAKER: The first basic rule for getting 
along with others is the rule of respect. Last week, in 
discussing how to get along with ourselves, we observed 
that we need to respect ourselves. We also need to re- 
spect others, and our reasons for doing so are the same 
that require us to respect ourselves. (1) We are bound 
to respect other people because they, like ourselves, are 
God’s creatures, made in His image. When we fail to 
respect people, we fail to respect God whose likeness 
we all bear. (2) Furthermore, we should respect peo- 
ple because God loves us and gave His only begotten 
Son to die for us when we were still sinners. It is only 
reasonable that we should show respect for those whom 
God loves. It is clearly a sin for us to despise those 
whom God respects, honors, and loves, and the Bible 
tells us that God does honor and love His people. 


The respect which we are to show to one another is 
seen in the Ten Commandments. The Fifth Com- 
mandment, “Honor thy father and thy mother .. .”, 
requires us to respect human authority. The Sixth 
Commandment, “Thou shalt not kill . . .”, requires us 
to respect human life and welfare. The Seventh Com- 
mandment, “Thou shalt not commit adultery . . .”, re- 
quires us to respect human character. The Eighth 
Commandment, and the Tenth Commandment, “Thou 
shalt not steal” and, “Thou shalt not covet .. .” re- 
quire us to respect human property. The Ninth Com- 


mandment, “Thou shalt not bear false witness . . .” re. 
quires us to respect human reputation. Right relations 
with other people cannot be established except on the 
basis of respect. 


SECOND SPEAKER: Respect is necessary for get- 
ting along with others, but we must go beyond respect, 
Respect is a legal sort of thing. A person may show 
respect for others because he is required to, and not 
because he really wants to. The basic requirement for 
getting along with others, then, is love. It we would 
be related to others as God desires us to be, we must 
love one another as He loves us. Jesus said, “A new 
commandment I give unto you, That ye love one an. 
other; as I have loved you, that ye also love one an- 
other.” John 13:34. In Romans 5:6 and 8 we read, 
“For when we were yet without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly. . . . But God commendeth 
His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” God’s love for us does not depend 
on our goodness, our merit, or our lovableness. Like- 





THIS SIMPLE PLAN 
SOLVES A 
GIVING PROBLEM 


This folder gives the simple plan of how 
you can receive a safe, generous, and assured 
income for life by making a gift to Church 
Extension. Your gift purchases a regular 
annuity for you and, depending on your age. 
you may receive up to 7.4% per year in 
returns — regardless E> 
of prevailing business 
conditions. Payments 
to you are made semi- 
annually. The princi- 
pal later goes to help 
in spreading Chris- 
tianity throughout the 
South. Begin now. See 
how people with small @ 
or large incomes may 
enjoy this plan. 


FREE FOLDER 


Write to 
G. B. STRICKLER, Treasurer 


BoaRD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
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wise, our love for others must not depend on their 
worthiness to be loved. We cannot produce love in 
ourselves or others by commanding it. How, then, is 
love awakened? 


We learn real love as we behold God’s love for us 
as it is made known through Christ. “We love him be- 
cause he first loved us.” If we consider God’s love for 
us, we are bound to love Him in return, and if we 
really love Him, we will also love one another. John 
said, “If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, 
he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom 
he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not 


There are many techniques for getting along with 
others, but respect and love are absolutely basic. 


Questions for Discussion: 
1. How can you get along with a person who has 


little respect for God or other human beings? As a 
Christian, what should be your attitude toward him? 


2. What are some effective ways of dealing with a 


person who resists your efforts to be friendly? 


3. How would you deal with a person who is cyn- 
ical of goodness and kindness in others? 





seen?” I John 4:20. 


Closing Prayer 





)THE CHURCH AT HOME 


OVERSEAS STUDENTS ARRIVE 
FOR SCHOOLING IN USS. 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Students 
from Japan, Mexico, Brazil, Korea and 
Congo are among the 20 to receive 
1961-62 scholarships from the Presby- 
terian, US, Board of World Missions. 


The students, men and women, are 
arriving in the United States now, to 
begin work this fall at colleges, hos- 
pitals and seminaries throughout the 
South. Each scholarship winner was 
recommended by the Presbyterian 
US Mission in his respective country, 
and approved by the Board, through 
its Candidate Department. The Rev. 
George M. Cooley, director of student 
relations, is directing the scholarship 
program. 





CONGO FORCE REINFORCED 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Thirteen 
more Presbyterian, US, missionaries 
were scheduled to arrive in the Congo 
by the end of August. With their 
arrival, the Presbyterian, US, force 
there will number 52, largest total 
since evacuation of American mis- 
sionaries in July, 1960. 


Among them are three families — 
wives and children — of missionaries 
now on the field, and seven single 
women returning to work in the 
Congo’s Kasai Province, an area which 
has been torn by tribal violence. 


Missionaries returning are Dr. Mark 
K. Poole, Mrs. George T. McKee, Jr., 
and her two children, Mrs. Thomas P. 
Stixrud and three children, Mrs. Wm. 
8, Metzel and three children, Mr. and 


Mrs. John Franklin Watt, Misses 
Elizabeth Templeton, Ann Anderson, 
Emily Boehler, Louise Fleming, Mar- 
jorie Ann Hoffeld, Doris Moore and 
Elizabeth H. Dunlap. 





MONTREAT DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN DESCRIBED TO BOARD 


MONTREAT, N. C.—A $2.5 million 
development program to include sev- 
eral new buildings, a shopping center, 
and the opening of new residential 
areas, was described to the Montreat 
Board of Directors in their annual 
meeting, August 9, by Dr. Ivan Staf- 
ford, vice-president of the Mountain 
Retreat Association. 


Among the buildings included in 
the plan are an efficiency apartment 
building, a motel, a summer home for 
the more than 100 collegiates who 
work in Montreat, and additions to 
Assembly Inn and Howerton Hall. 


A new business center will house 
a post office, already approved by the 
postal authorities, a grocery store and 
automatic laundry. 


Elected chairman of the Board was 
Jones Pharr, Charlotte, N. C., replac- 
ing Dr. John E. Richards, Macon, Ga. 
Thomas M. Belk, Charlotte, was elect- 
ed vice-chairman, and the Rev. M. O. 
Sommers, Morristown, Tenn., was re- 
elected secretary. 





ANOTHER BIBLE SCHOOL 
HAS CATECHISM COURSE 


MACON, Ga.—A pastor who read 
in the July 26 Journal of a Vacation 
Bible School that based its curriculum 


on the Bible and the Catechisms tried 
it at Trinity church here. Every class 
in the 48-pupil school studied Cate- 
chism answers, and the kindergarten, 
primary and junior children recited 
them at the closing exercises. The 
Rev. Paul E. Rowland, pastor, said 
the school was very successful. 


Trinity church, organized this 
spring, is the newest in Augusta- 
Macon Presbytery. Mrs. J. C. White 
was the Vacation Bible School direc- 
tor, assisted by Miss Betty Brown, 
Presbytery worker and a rising senior 
at the Presbyterian ‘School of Chris- 
tian Education. 





RECORD AMOUNT GIVEN 
TO CENTRE COLLEGE 


DANVILLE, Ky.—Contributions in 
cash and pledges to Centre College 
during its August, 1960 to August, 
1961 fiscal year totaled approximately 
one million dollars and more than 
twice the total giving to Centre in any 
single year in the school’s history, it 
was announced here today. 


Of the approximately one million 
dollars, over $800,000 total has been 
raised in a capital gifts campaign for 
new buildings which has a goal of 
$1,500,000 by 1963. The remaining 
approximately $200,000 came from 
such sources as the Presbyterian 
Church, Alumni Fund, other gifts 
from alumni and friends, and the 
Kentucky Independent College Foun- 
dation. 


General solicitation throughout the 
nation will begin in September. The 
capital gifts campaign is the first 
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phase of Centre’s sesquicentennial de- 
velopment program which seeks 
$7,000,000 for new buildings and 
additional endowment by 1969, when 
Centre will be 150 years old. Lisle 
Baker, Jr. of Louisville is general 
chairman of the program. 





TEACHER—from p. 6 


teaching ability into the likeness of 
Christ in His teaching ministry. Of 
Christ it is said, “The Jews marvelled, 
saying, How knoweth this man letters, 
having never learned?” (John 7:15). 
This they said of One who had never 
been privileged to take a professional 
course of study in one of the recog- 
nized schools. In Peter and John the 
people observed the same qualities as 
in Christ: “Now when they saw the 
boldness of Peter and John, and per- 
ceived that they were unlearned and 
ignorant men, they marvelled; and 
they took knowledge of them, that 
they had been with Jesus” (Acts 
4:13). By this it is evident that be- 
longing to Him will produce a desire 
to teach and effectiveness in teaching 
the things of God. 


a oo k “ ce 
Dr. Hoyt is Dean of the faculty of 


Grace Theological Seminary and Grace 
College, Winona Lake, Ind. 





The greatest 
source of infor- 
mation for teach- 
ing from Internation- 
al Uniform Lessons. 
Eight full pages of 
JZ helpful material on each 
Z lesson. 84% x 11”, printed 
2-colors. 50¢ per quarter. 


SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE 


STANDARD PUBLISHING, 
Cincinnati 31, Ohio pr:.s61 


Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
ADVENTURES IN THE WILDERNESS 


13. Review 


GOD LEADS HIS PEOPLE 
Read Genesis 12:1; 24:10,14,19; 45:4,7. 
Exodus 3:4,10; 13:21,22; Psalm 119:105. 


(Connect the two parts to show how God leads people) 
Abram with a Pillar of Cloud and Fire. 


servant taken to Egypt as a slave. 

Joseph given a drink by the one God had chosen. 
Moses through God’s Word, the Bible. 

Israelites told to move to a new land. 

you by a command from a burning bush. 


+ + & 


(From the following choose the right answer. 
Use some more than once.) 


golden calf Mt. Sinai 
Ark graven images 
Who defeated the Amalekites? 
Where did God give the Commandments? 
What did God forbid us to make? 
What did Aaron make for a god? 
What showed God was present? 
Who brought gifts for the Tabernacle? 
Of Whom is the Tabernacle a picture? 
How many gates to the Tabernacle? 
. Who is the ONLY WAY to heaven? 
. What was in the Holy of Holies? 
. Who is our high priest? 


Pillar of Cloud 


cross ten 


Christ 
Himself 


one 
Israelites 


omFre YP > 


. Who is in heaven praying for us? 
. With what did God lead Israel? 
. What did the Israelites carry before them? 


How many spies were afraid? 


(Adapted from “Adventures in the by ome oe Copyright 


1959 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, California.) 
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MY SPIRITUAL PILGRIMAGE, by 
E. Keri Evans. Translated from the 
Welsh by T. Glyn Thomas. James 
Clarke and Co., Ltd., London. 127 pp. 
$1.50. 


Toward the end of this little volume, 
the author tells of returning to Bangor 
and of seeing the new college. He says 
that the magnitude and the majesty of 
the building made such an impression 
upon him that he said to himself, “Well, 
well, here is where I could have been, 
and not the minister of a little chapel 
in Carmarthen.” The splendor of the 
college building led him to feel disap- 
pointed with his life as a minister of 
Christ, but only momentarily; for his 
disappointment quickly vanished when 
he recalled that to serve those who 
“shall be heirs of salvation” is the 
most sublime of privileges. 


There you have Keri Evans and his 
spirit. He had a remarkable career. 
He was born in a Welsh village, and 
as a youth was apprenticed to a car- 
penter. Early he developed a passion 
for poetry. Later at college, he be- 
came so thoroughly captivated by 
philosophy that he went on to become 
a lecturer in that subject at the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow, and subsequently 





Invest 

in lives 

and your will 
will live 


Consider Christian Education 


Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 





the professor of philosophy at Bangor 
University College. In the midst of a 
brilliant career, he abandoned it all to 
become a minister of the Gospel. This 
book is the account of his search for 
the true meaning of life which he 
found only in Jesus Christ. The story 
is simply and beautifully told. 


—Charles E. Kirsch, Ph.D. 
Baltimore, Md. 





ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE 
BIBLE, by G. Frederick Owen. Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 
384 pp. $4.95. 


This book serves as an excellent in- 
troduction for the lay reader to the 
field of Biblical archaeology. It is 
written from a devoutly evangelical 
point of view by a man who has mas- 
tered his field of study. There are 
many foot notes, an excellent index, 
and bibliography. Included are ac- 
counts of the archaeological finds in 
each of the countries of the Near 
East associated with Biblical history, 
a background on how excavation is 
done, and a major chapter on the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. 


The author is very successful in 
presenting a subject often treated in 
a dull and technical manner, in a 
thorough but non-technical way. The 
reader is fascinated as he shares in 
stories of the experiences of the ex- 
cavators and the excitement of im- 
portant finds that relate to Biblical 
history. 


—(Rev.) Clinton C. Baker 
Jackson, Tenn. 





OUT OF MY LIFE, by V. Raymond 
Edman. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids. 224 pp. $3.50. 


This is a book for all Christians 
to enjoy. The President of famed 
Wheaton College has had a varied 
and rich Christian adventure. From 
the arid heights of Ecuador to the 
plains around Chicago, he has drawn 
aside the veil of intimate experiences 
of known pilgrims. Surely the title is 
derived from a _ well-known gospel 
hymn and this volume will be a bless- 
ing to those searching for personal 
devotional material. Teenagers, as 
well as mature persons, will receive 
spiritual food, challenge and inspira- 
tion from its pages. 


—Rev. Samuel H. Zealy 
Charlotte, N. C. 


What should be of greatest concern 
to us is not the fact that the majority 
of the people are outside the Church, 
but that the majority of those who are 
within are strangers to the life of God, 
—E. Keri Evans, in My Spiritual Pij. 
grimage. 





church 
history 


Without a sense of history a man is a 
barbarian, but who can make sense of 
history? Not the bigots or romantics 
who distill a private brand, nor the 
scholars who disappear without trace in 
its archives. Only the Lamb can open 
the seals and read, for history centers 
in Him. Church history studies the work 
of Christ through the Spirit sent from 
His throne. 


Paul Woolley, Th. M 


No historian should 

make legends, but Paul 

Woolley can’t help it. 

Anyone so well informed 

comes. to be regarded - 

as an oracle. Brisk effi- 

ciency keeps the traffic 

moving through the 

crossroads of his office, 

and each question gets 

a hearty welcome. In the classroom the ency- 
clopedic coverage is seldom noticed in the fas- 
cination of the issues raised and the vistas 
seen. Until an exam, that is. 


Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr., Th. M. 
Librarian 


The work of the library 

is closely linked to each 

department, and the li- 

brarian is at home in 

them all. His genuine 

and scholarly interest 

in every consultation 

reaches from acquaint 

s ing juniors with library 

classification to aiding 

doctor’s candidates with bibliography for re- 

search. At present he is deep in plans for a 

new building with architect J. Russell Bailey, 
specialist in library design. 


Courses leading to the B.D., Th.M., 
and Th.D. degrees are offered. 
For information, write 
The Director of Admissions, 


Westminster 
Seminary 


Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia 18, Pa. 
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RELEVANCY—1from p. 8 


Merely to read the Bible is not 
enough. 


Merely to study the Bible is not 
enough. 


Merely to teach the Bible is not 
enough. 


Men need the Bible not only in their 
heads but also in their hearts and in 
their wills. And when we do come to 
it, listen to it, let it talk to us, seek to 
live by it — what then does it teach 
us about these days in which we live? 
It teaches us that the great need of 
the hour is for the mighty Spirit of 
God: “Not by might, nor by power, 
put by my Spirit, saith the Lord!” 


Not by organizing (not by plans and 
multiplicity of programs and proposi- 
tions); not by conferences and coun- 
cils and conventions; but by the Spirit 
of God alone can men be convinced and 
convicted of their sins and brought 
back to God through the cleansing 
blood of Jesus Christ. 


The call to us, then, is not so much 
to organize (the Apostle Paul would 
say, “God forbid!”) as it is to agonize: 
to wait upon God, to plead with Him 
for our sad world, to ask God with the 
old prophet Habakkuk to keep alive 
His works in the midst of the years 
and in tumult to remember mercy. 


All of this within a frame of refer- 
ence of the Bible as the supremely 
relevant thing. How shall I say it? I 
am inclined to put it into the words of 
the Psalmist of old: “Thy Word is a 
lamp unto my feet and a light unto 
my path.” 





2 





* 


Dr. Morgan, son of G. Campbell 


Morgan, makes his home in Concord, 


N. C. 





LAYMAN—from p. 11 


ing of the Lord, for God has never re- 
quired anything of His children which 
He has not Himself implemented in 


answer to the faith and obedience of 
His own. 


Let us pray daily that God will 
thrust forth laborers into the harvest 
fields of the world, asking that our 
sons and daughters heed the call, and 
that from the emerging Churches 
around the world may come a host of 
witnesses to the glory of God. 
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MINISTERS 
Owen C. Onsum from Fresno, Calif., 
to 5300 South Vermont Ave., Los 
Angeles 37, Calif. 
H. Herbert Whidby from Quanah, 
Texas, to the S. Highlands church, 
LaGrange, Ga. 
Lyndon L. McCutchen from Fair- 
field to Waco, Texas. 
Virgil P. Moccia, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
has accepted the associate pastor- 
ate of Christ Church, Kansas City, 
Missouri. 
Franc McK. Guthrie from Palmyra 
to Mexico, Mo. 
John D. Garrison, pastor from Har- 
mony, N. C., will enter the Presby- 
terian School of Christian Educa- 
tion, Richmond, Va., Sept. 12. 
Barton L. Hellmuth from Ashburn, 
Va., to the John Knox church, Shel- 
by, N. C. 
William H. Ramkey, Jr., from Lex- 
ington, Va., to Staunton, Va., to be 
executive secretary of Lexington 
Presbytery. 
Marshall S. Woodson, who has re- 
signed as president of Lees-McRae 
College, is making his home in 
Laurinburg, N. C. 
Stuart D. Currie of the Queens Col- 
lege faculty, Charlotte, N. C., will 
become assistant professor of 
Church History at Austin Seminary. 
Carroll L. Pickett from Sinton, 
Texas, to associate pastor of the 
First church, Victoria, Texas. 
T. Kirk Morrison, missionary to the 
Congo: since 1930, has become pas- 
tor of the Mullens, W. Va., church. 


DEATHS 


Robert L. Torrence, lately Direc- 
tor of Social Services for the 
United Fund, Asheville, N. C., 
died suddenly of a heart attack, 
August 23. 


J.Q. Wallace (H.R.), died in Frank- 
lin, N. C., August 15, 1961. 





LETTERS 
VESTRY REPORT ACCLAIMED 


(The Journal has called attention 
several times to a definitive report on 


the National Council of Churches pub- 
lished by the Vestry of the St. Marks 
Episcopal Church, Shreveport, La. The 
following letter tells how the report is 
being received.) 


The report is being received 
with enthusiasm all over the country. 
... The first printed copies were mail- 
ed out during the first week as fast as 
we received them from the printer. The 
second printing was mailed out and the 
coverage included every state in the 
Union except Alaska and Hawaii. The 
third printing is in process and we are 
continuing to receive requests for the 
report, but most of these represent 
people who have already seen and read 
the report, who are ordering additional 
copies for distribution in their particu- 
lar areas... . 


Of the several thousand letters we 
have received, we have received only 
about six critical letters. It is of par- 
ticular interest that the critical letters 
are aimed at the Committee for oppos- 
ing the National Council of Churches, 
rather than at the report itself, and 
to date we have not received one letter 
which attempts to refute any state- 
ment of fact in the report... . 


As to the reaction to the report, we 
can say that the letters we have re- 
ceived are almost unanimous in their 
enthusiastic approval of our action. It 
is of interest that a large percentage 
of the letters compliment the Commit- 
tee on its “courageous” action. This 
was somewhat of a surprise to us as 
we had not considered the action taken 
as a necessarily “courageous” one. We 
feel this is an indication that, due to 
the vigorous denouncement of anyone 
who opposes the NCC, many people 
have been intimidated. But, by the 
same token, it indicates a latent power 
which may come to the front if the 
laity can ascertain the facts. ... 


—H. E. Linam 
Shreveport, La. 





PREDESTINATION — THE 
DEBATE CONTINUES 


It is a good thing to remember that 
men of equally devoted consecration 
and of similar degrees of erudition 
have yet differed on this doctrine (of 
Predestination). I find your correspon- 
dent’s reasoning (“Unconditional Elec- 
tion,” August 9) too facile and incon- 
clusive. 


I cannot subscribe to the interpreta- 
tion that God has elected specific indi- 


viduals to eternal life and others to 
eternal death save on the grounds of 
foreknowledge. Yet foreknowledge does 
not embrace an arbitrary decision on 
God’s part, which is what unconditional 
election means. Election is what we 
might term a “consequence” of His fore. 
knowledge. He has not determined the 
final destiny of men through caprice 
even if we cloak that under the phrase, 
“the sovereignty of God.’ I do not be. 
lieve that the sovereignty of God is jn- 
volved in the doctrine of Presdestina- 
tion, for man, even if he has free will, 
has definite limitations. 


When we accept the doctrine that God 
acts arbitrarily in this doctrine of elec. 
tion, we do so at the expense of several 
of His other attributes. We are not 
questioning the sovereignty of God, 
which is absolute, but unconditional 
election stressed at the expense of His 
love and mercy. If He elects specific 
persons to a final destiny, then what 
becomes of II Peter 3:9, “. . . the Lord 

. is not willing that any should 
perish . . .”? If God is not willing that 
ANY should perish, then he cannot elect 
them to reprobation. The only reason- 
able answer is that the stubborn will of 
man thwarts the desire of God and 
“everyone shall give account of Him- 
self to God,” because he has refused the 
way of escape. ... 


—(Rev.) John Morrison 
Signal Mountain, Tenn. 





THIS AND THAT 


A few months ago there appeared in 
“Around the World” a letter from mis- 
sionaries in Korea who were troubled 
on account of the activities of the Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses. They would have no 
problem at all if they would take seri- 
ously the Book of II John, noting 
especially verses 8-11. 


—Mrs. James E. Page 
Miami, Fla. 





I enjoyed reading the splendid review 
of Carleton Putnam’s book, Race and 
Reason, in the August 16th Journal. 


—Mrs. Elizabeth Hicks 
Talladega, Ala. 





DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDU- 
CATION seeking 


service in a 


opportunity for 
conservative Presby- 
Teaching, visit- 
ing, children’s work especially. Box 
W. Presbyterian Journal. 


terian congregation. 
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